
The Interoperability Challenge:  
Getting Devices to Talk to Each Other

February 3, 2010
Emerging Enterprise Center at Foley Hoag

n 	 Program Description
Your bank can text you if your account balance is too low, but a medication pump doesn’t have the 
feedback technology to prevent an overdose. Our program examines the challenges of making medical  
devices speak a common “language” so that say results from a diagnostic device can be immediately 
transmitted to another vendor’s treatment device. You’ll hear the latest in medical device open systems  
and an update from the Founding director of the program on medical device interoperability at CIMIT 
regarding what’s currently in use clinically. Join us for an evening of “straight talk” about instrument 
collaboration.

n 	 Moderator
Rick Rollins, Marketing Professional, Nova Biomedical

n 	 Panelists
Julian Goldman, MD, Medical Director of Biomedical Engineering,  Partners HealthCare System 
Ken Fuchs, Principal Engineer, Software and Systems Architecture, Draeger Medical Systems, Inc.

n 	 February Event Champions
Rick Rollins, Marketing Professional, Nova Biomedical
Randy Chinnock, President, Optimum Technologies, Inc.

n 	 Agenda
5:30 	 Registration, informal networking, buffet dinner
6:15 	 MDG announcements
6:30 	 Opening comments by moderator and introduction of speakers
6:40	 Julian Goldman presentation
7:00	 Ken Fuchs presentation
7:20 	 Panel Discussion/Q&A
7:45	 Wrap-up and adjourn

n 	 MDG Mission
MDG’s Mission is to contribute to the continuing development of medical devices and other medical 
technologies by enhancing the professional development of its members, fostering and supporting 
entrepreneurial thinking, serving as a forum for exploration of new business opportunities and promoting 
best practices in enterprise management.



n	 Biographies

	 Rick Rollins is a marketing generalist for Nova Biomedical, where he drives a number of initiatives 
for the manufacturer of whole blood in-vitro diagnostics devices such as the roll-out of a new 
handheld point-of-care device for renal function screening. Prior to Nova Biomedical, he held various 
marketing and business development roles for electronic imaging-related companies, including 
Eastman Kodak and several startup organizations. Mr. Rollins holds a BS in chemistry from Clemson 
University and an MBA from the Olin School of Business at Babson College.

	 Julian M. Goldman, MD, is medical director of biomedical engineering for Partners HealthCare 
System, founding director of the program on medical device interoperability at the Center for 
Integration of Medicine and Innovative Technology (CIMIT) and a principal anesthesiologist in the 
Massachusetts General Hospital “Operating Room of the Future”. Dr. Goldman founded the Medical 
Device “Plug-and-Play” (MD PnP) Interoperability Program in 2004 to promote innovation in patient 
safety and clinical care by leading the adoption of patient-centric medical device integration. The 
MD PnP program team was the recipient of the 2007 CIMIT Edward M Kennedy award for Healthcare 
Innovation.  www.juliangoldman.info.

	 Ken Fuchs is a principal engineer working primarily in the areas of systems and networking 
architecture  for Draeger Medical Systems in Andover.  Mr. Fuchs holds a B.Eng. and M.Eng. from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute as well as an MBA from Babson College.  He is active in standards 
development related to device connectivity and  is a co-chair of the Integrating the Healthcare 
Enterprise (IHE) Patient Care Device Domain and also participates in IEEE 11073, ISO TC215, IEC 
80001 and ASTM F29 efforts around medical device interoperability.	
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April 19, 2010
Newton Marriott Hotel

Visit meddevgroup.org 
for early-bird registration & sponsorship opportunities

A unique opportunity for buyers and sellers  
of medical device services and products

Presented by the

Product Development &
Manufacturing Outsourcing SIG

Program Focus: Regulatory Affairs

t

Device Regulatory Affairs for 
Non-Regulatory Professionals

Coming in May:
	 Dates and location to be announced
	 2-night, 2-hour course in 2 consecutive weeks
	 Includes light dinner and course manual

Upcoming course  
from MDG

Presented by  
Michael Drues, Ph.D.



n 	 MDG Officers, 2009-2010
President	 Ed Berger	 eberger@meddevgroup.org
Vice President	 John Wlassich	 jwlassich@meddevgroup.org
Secretary	 Dick O’Brien 	 robrien@meddevgroup.org 	
Treasurer	 ChongLim Kim	 clkim@meddevgroup.org

n 	 MDG Board of Directors, 2009-2010
Board Member	 Barbara Bix  	 bbix@meddevgroup.org
Board Member	 Joyce College	 jcollege@meddevgroup.org 		
Board Member	 Jim Goell	 jgoell@meddevgroup.org
Board Member 	 Ralph Grabowski 	 rgrabowski@meddevgroup.org	
Board Member	 Lisa Sasso 	 lsasso@meddevgroup.org
Board Member	 Jerry Shapiro	 jshapiro@meddevgroup.org		
Board Member	 Marty Sklar	 msklar@meddevgroup.org

n 	 MDG Committee Chairs, 2009-2010
Alliances 	 Alan Kivnik	 akivnik@meddevgroup.org
Alliances	 Olga Cherniavsky	 ocherniavsky@meddevgroup.org
Membership 	 Brian Shoemaker	 bshoemaker@meddevgroup.org
Networking 	 Bob Ezzell	 bezzell@meddevgroup.org
Operations 	 David Ennen	 dennen@meddevgroup.org
Programming 	 Olga Taylor	 otaylor@meddevgroup.org
Sponsorship	 David Kaufman	 dkaufman@meddevgroup.org
Entrepreneurial SIG	 Marty Sklar	 msklar@meddevgroup.org
Product Development & 
Manufacturing Outsourcing SIG 	 Michael Aprea	 maprea@meddevgroup.org
Software SIG	 Tony Raymond	 traymond@meddevgroup.org

n 	 MDG Volunteers, 2009-2010

MDG runs on volunteers. If you would like to get involved, email the committee chairperson above.

n 	 MDG Alliance Partners
128 Innovation Capital Group		  www.128icg.com
Babson Life Sciences Club         		  www.babson-biotech.org
Beacon Alliance		  www.beaconalliance.org
C-Net Boston (IEEE Consultants Network)	 www.boston-consult.com
E-Net Boston (IEEE Entrepreneurs Network) 	 www.boston-enet.org
M2D2 (Mass. Medical Device Development Center)	 www.uml.edu/m2d2/
Massachusetts Life Sciences Center		  www.masslifesciences.com
Medical Product Outsourcing		  www.mpo-mag.com
Merrimack Valley Venture Forum            		 www.mvvf.org
MIT Enterprise Forum		  www.mitforumcambridge.org
North Shore Technology Council		  www.nstc.org
The Capital Network 		  www.tcn.org
WPI Venture Forum		  www.wpiventureforum.org

Sherry Alpert, MDG Member News
Joe Civiello, Sponsorships
Gary Duffy, Marketing/PR
Olivier Giuliani, Website Calendar
Sharon Herman, Marketing/PR
Lee Jones, Marketing and Operations

Julie Lavallee, Marketing/PR
Craig Lazinsky, Marketing/PR
Bill Munger, Programming
Maria Shonyo, MDG Conference List
Charlie Sweet, Operations
Jim Vellenga, Operations



Please pre-register for MDG events.
For more information, visit www.MedDevGroup.org. 
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Medical Development Group
2009/2010 Program Calendar

n 	 Forum Panels (Foley Hoag Emerging Enterprise Center, Waltham)
2009	 Sep 16	 Startup Funding in Hard Times*
	 Oct 7	 Merging Mindsets: Device-Biotech Combination Products
	 Nov 4	 Healthcare Reform and its Effect on Medical Technology Usage
	 Dec 9	 Acquisitions: The Acquirer’s Perspective
2010	 Jan 6	 Women’s Health: New Markets, Expanding Opportunities
	 Feb 3	 The Interoperability Challenge: Getting Devices to Talk to Each Other
	 Mar 3	 Neonates to Nonagenarians: Critical Unmet Needs of Special Patients 
	 Apr 7	 Biomaterials, Polymers and Engineered Surfaces:   
		  What’s New for Medical Devices 
	 May 5	 The Future for Home Use Devices 
	 Jun 2	 Nanotechnology and the Future of Medical Devices
 		  *Special SuperNetworking Event

n 	 Networking Meetings (Rebecca’s Cafe, 275 Grove Street, Newton)
2009	 Oct 21	 Post-approval Studies: Maximizing the Value of Clinical Experience
	 Nov 18	 Pre-clinical Device Qualification: Keeping the FDA Happy
2010	 Jan 20	 Cost-effective Market Research for Startups
	 Feb 17	 Customer Service for Startups and Beyond: How to Do It Right 
	 Mar 17	 Unlocking the Value in Dormant IP 
	 Apr 21	 The Power of Trade Secrets: When Not to Patent Your Invention 
	 May 19	 Product Liability for Device Manufacturers: Limiting Your Exposure  
	 Jun 16	 The Evolution of Angel Financing:  
		  Changing Perspectives, Goals and Requirements 
	 Jul 21	 GNP: Good Networking Practices 
	 Aug 18	 Transitioning into the Medical Device Industry 

If you are interested in sponsorship opportunities,  
please contact David Kaufman at dkaufman@meddevgroup.org or 617-345-6789. 

n 	 Upcoming Events

Feb . 17 Networking: Customer Service for Startups and Beyond: How to Do It Right
Building robust business processes for “after-sales” activity from the ground up is overlooked. As a result, customers 
are not happy with the supplier and, in many cases, their dissatisfaction suppresses new product sales growth and 
consumes valuable technical and management resources. Carefully considering and including a viable customer 
service strategy in the business / strategic plan will result in a much higher probability of business success.

Feb 24 Medical Software SIG: Software Outsourcing and Supplier Management
5:30–8 p.m. at  Padanarum Room, Reservoir Place, 1601 Trapelo Road, Waltham 

March 3 Forum: Neonates to Nonagenarians: Critical Unmet Needs of Special Patients
Experts and stakeholders in the business of geriatric medicine and pediatric products will discuss the realities, 
important issues, value proposition and challenges for treatment and prevention that encompass technology 
innovation, providers, patient quality of life, as well as regulatory and reimbursement.


