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MDG 2008/2009 Program Calendar
n 	 Forum Panels (Foley Hoag Emerging Enterprise Center, Waltham)

2008	 Oct 2 	 Personalized Medicine: Is There a Role for Devices in the Coming Revolution?
	 Nov 5 	 Unmet Clinical Needs and Potential Device Solutions:  
		  Case Examples and Cautionary Tales
	 Dec 3 	 Expert Panels, Advisory Boards and User Groups:  
		  Using Key Opinion Leaders to Help Achieve Business Goals
2009	 Jan 7 	 Global Strategies for Market Penetration: Don’t Get Lost When You Go Abroad
	 Feb 4	 Emerging Technologies for Pulmonary/Sleep Medicine
	 Mar 4	 What VCs Want and How They Get It: Assessing, Reducing & Managing Investment Risk
	 Apr 1 	 Advances in Cardiology Devices: Does Performance Match the Promise?
	 May 6 	 Trends in Medical Device Mergers & Acquisitions: Experience and Expectations
	 Jun 3 	 Why Devices Fail and What You Need to Do to Prevent It From Happening

n 	 Networking Meetings (Visit www.meddevgroup.org for meeting location.)
2008	 Sep 10	 Season Opener: SuperNetworking
	 Oct 15	 Critical Issues in Medical Technology Licensing
	 Nov 19	 Creating a Marketing Plan for a New Medical Device
	 Dec 17	 Using the Internet to Network Effectively: LinkedIn, Facebook, etc.
2009	 Jan 21 	 From Manager to Innovative Leader: Are Leaders Made or Is It in Their DNA?
	 Feb 18 	 Getting into Your Buyers’ Minds: Attracting the Clients Who Need Your Services Most
	 Mar 18	 How to Prepare for Financing and How to Close the Deal
	 Apr 22	 Changing Expectations for Quality Management Systems: Ensure a Clean FDA Audit
	 May 20	 Creating a Lifetime of Referrals
	 Jun 17	 Public Sector Financing for Seed-Stage Companies
	 Jul 15	 Risk-Based Product Development:  
		  An Emerging Paradigm for Design, Validation & Manufacturing
	 Aug 19	 Transitioning to a Career in the Medical Device Industry

n 	 Upcoming Events
April 22 Networking: Changing Expectations for Quality Management Systems: Ensure a Clean FDA Audit 
Shaghig Palanjian of Halloran Consulting Group willl review the elements that are fundamental to establishing  
an FDA compliant quality system and how to ensure that the requirements are implemented effectively.

May 6 Forum: Trends in Medical Device Mergers & Acquisitions: Experience and Expectations

May 13 Product Development & Manufacturing Outsourcing SIG: Business Matchmaking Event 2009
Newton Marriott, 3 – 9 p.m.
The event brings together in one place buyers and sellers of products and services in the medical device and 
technology arena. Register now as a buyer, seller or sponsor at www.meddevgroup.org.

n 	 MDG Job Board
Recruiters and Job Seekers! Please visit our online job board at www.meddevgroup.org. Click on 
Resources, then on Jobs. All job postings are free and open to the public.

Advances in Cardiology Devices:  
Does the Performance Match the Promise?

April 1, 2009
Emerging Enterprise Center at Foley Hoag

n 	 Program Description
The field of cardiovascular medicine offers substantial opportunity for the development of innovative 
technologies. The aging population, significant unmet needs as well as unresolved technical issues 
in the delivery of care, clinical assessment and/or patient monitoring are driving the next wave of 
innovation in the cardiac space. Cardiac diseases such as coronary artery disease, congestive 
heart failure and cardiac arrhythmias present enormous potential to companies seeking to develop 
effective technologies to treat these diseases. Our expert panel will present the status of recent 
advances in cardiology including innovations that have surpassed expectations, technologies that 
have not met expectations, and the areas where opportunities exist for future development. From 
the technical and clinical perspective, the panel will discuss the market for cardiac devices and the 
financial implications including the climate for investment.

n 	 Moderator
Martin J. Sklar, President & CEO, Automated Medical Instruments, Inc., Needham, Mass.;  

Co-Founder and Past President, MDG 

 n 	 Speakers
Bob Jones, Principal, Scientia Advisors, Cambridge, Mass.

Hari V. Sundram, M.D., Medical Director, Vice President, Medical Capital Advisors, LLC,  
Woburn, Mass.

Michael Drues, Ph.D., President, Vascular Sciences, Inc., Grafton, Mass.

n 	 Agenda
5:30 	 Registration, informal networking, buffet dinner
6:15 	 MDG announcements
6:25 	 Moderator’s introduction of panelists 
6:35	 Panelist presentations
7:20 	 Q&A
8:15	 Adjourn

n 	 MDG Mission
MDG’s Mission is to contribute to the continuing development of medical devices and other medical 
technologies by enhancing the professional development of its members, fostering and supporting 
entrepreneurial thinking, serving as a forum for exploration of new business opportunities, and 
promoting best practices in enterprise management.



n	 Biographies

Martin Sklar

Martin Sklar is an entrepreneur, inventor, consultant and engineer with over 25 years of 
experience in business development, project management, design engineering, analysis, 
manufacturing engineering and product introduction into the medical product industry. This 
experience was gained while working in areas of surgical instrumentation, implants, laboratory 
automation and drug delivery devices. He also worked with Corning Glass Works, Hewlett 
Packard, Johnson & Johnson, Millipore Corporation, Orion Research, among other start-up 
and early stage companies. Mr. Sklar led and/or made major contributions in the development 
of an automated genetics system, a knee implant, an image guided surgery system and related 
devices, and various automated laboratory systems. Mr. Sklar’s accomplishments, including 10 
patents and two patents pending, have contributed to more than $800 million in sales revenues 
for clients and employers. Mr. Sklar founded Automated Medical Instruments to develop remote 
controlled and automated instruments for minimally invasive surgical applications.

Bob Jones

Bob Jones has more than 20 years of experience as a healthcare industry executive and 
entrepreneur. Experience includes founding and leading three firms in medical nutrition, 
serving as CEO of major soy foods company, and successfully working in the fields of dialysis, 
diabetes and immunology. He is experienced at raising capital. He has two issued patents, and 
is a veteran industry presenter. Presently he is a principal with Scientia Advisors and will be 
presenting their work on the cardiac device market. Previous experience includes Vitasoy USA, 
CEO and president; Medical Foods, Inc.; Functional Foods, Inc; Advanced Functional Foods, 
founder and CEO; NCI Medical Foods, vice president, sales & marketing; McGaw, director of 
nutrition; Baxter Healthcare, Abbott, various sales & marketing positions. Mr. Jones holds a 
master’s degree in management from the Sloan School at MIT and a bachelor’s in biology from 
Princeton University.

Hari Sundram

Hari V. Sundram, M.D. has been involved for more than five years in developing medical device 
and drug companies in various fields ranging from pain management to vascular disease. He 
currently has two awarded patents, and eight pending patents, all of which have been licensed 
to startups or major corporations in the drug and device industry. He is the CMO and co-
founder of Ferro Health, a revolutionary company built from technology developed at MIT that 
utilizes novel piezomaterials for the therapeutic delivery of electrical energy in the human body. 
He also serves on the scientific advisory board of Acumen, a catheter company involved in the 
placement of biventricular pacemakers, by helping to build their clinician network and broaden 
their product strategy. Prior to completion of his medical training, Dr. Sundram was cofounder 
and VP of business development at ChemTracker, a leading software and services provider for 
the environmental health and safety industry, spun out of Stanford University. He was intimately 
involved in raising $2 million in venture capital funds, and helped execute both short and long 
term business strategy.

 

Michael Drues

Michael Drues, Ph.D., is president of Vascular Sciences (www.vascularsci.com) in 
Grafton, Mass. Vascular Sciences offers a full range of consulting services to medical 
device, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies including: prototype design, product 
development, testing and evaluation, animal and clinical trials, business development, strategic 
planning, technology assessment and regulatory affairs. Dr. Drues received his B.S., M.S. 
and Ph.D. degrees in biomedical engineering from Iowa State University in Ames, Iowa. He 
has worked for and consulted with leading medical device, pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
companies ranging in size from start-ups to Fortune 100 companies. He also works on a 
regular basis for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. Dr. Drues is an adjunct professor 
of medicine and biotechnology at Northeastern University, Steven’s Institute of Technology, 
Boston College, University of Wisconsin, Drexel Medical School and University of California 
Irvine. He regularly teaches both undergraduate and graduate courses in pathophysiology, 
biotechnology, regulatory affairs and clinical trials. Dr. Drues conducts seminars and short 
courses for medical device, pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies, the European 
Patent Office and the FDA.

n 	 MDG Officers, 2008-2009
President	 Lisa Sasso 	 lsasso@meddevgroup.org
Vice President	 Ed Berger	 eberger@meddevgroup.org
Secretary	 Dick O’Brien 	 robrien@meddevgroup.org 	
Treasurer	 Jim Goell	 jgoell@meddevgroup.org

n 	 MDG Board of Directors, 2008-2009
Board Member	 Barbara Bix  	 bbix@meddevgroup.org
Board Member	 Joyce College	 jcollege@meddevgroup.org 		
Board Member	 Ralph Grabowski	 rgrabowski	@meddevgroup.org
Board Member 	 Michael Gram	 mgram@meddevgroup.org
Board Member	 Jerry Shapiro	 jshapiro@meddevgroup.org	
Board Member	 Marty Sklar	 msklar@meddevgroup.org 		
Board Member	 John Wlassich	 jwlassich@meddevgroup.org

n 	 MDG Committee Chairs, 2008-2009
Programming 	 Olga Taylor	 otaylor@meddevgroup.org
Networking 	 Bob Ezzell	 bezzell@meddevgroup.org
Membership 	 Brian Shoemaker	 bshoemaker@meddevgroup.org
Marketing 	 Judy Isaacson	 jisaacson@meddevgroup.org
Sponsorship 	 Mel Prenovitz	 mprenovitz@meddevgroup.org
Sponsorship	 David Kaufman	 dkaufman@meddevgroup.org
Alliances 	 Alan Kivnik	 akivnik@meddevgroup.org
Alliances	 Olga Cherniavsky	 ocherniavsky@meddevgroup.org
Operations 	 David Ennen	 dennen@meddevgroup.org
Outsourcing SIG 	 Kevin Pelletier	 kpelletier@meddevgroup.org
Outsourcing SIG	 Michael Aprea	 maprea@meddevgroup.org
Corresponding Secretary 	 Bruce Horwitz 	 bhorwitz@meddevgroup.org

n 	 MDG Volunteers, 2008-2009
Sherry Alpert, MDG Member News
Olivier Giuliani, Website Calendar
Lee Jones, MDG Marketing and Operations
We are always looking for volunteers to help make our forums and networking successful. 
Please email the chairperson above if you would like to get involved with MDG.

n 	 MDG Alliance Partners
128 Innovation Capital Group		  www.128icg.com
Babson Life Sciences Club         		 www.babson-biotech.org
Beacon Alliance		  www.beaconalliance.org
Boston Entrepreneur’s Network   		 www.boston-enet.org
IEEE Consultants’ Network         		 www.boston-consult.com
IEEE Engineering in Medicine and Biology	 www.ieeeboston.org/engr_med_bio.htm
Merrimack Valley Venture Forum            	 www.mvvf.org
MIT Enterprise Forum		  www.mitforumcambridge.org
North Shore Technology Council		  www.nstc.org
SNEEF Southern New England Entrepreneurs Forum	 www.sneef.umassd.edu
Women Entrepreneurs in Science and Technology	 www.westorg.org
WPI Venture Forum		  www.wpiventureforum.org


